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              Infant Massage
       Promotes Happy Babies

It has been proven that Infant Massage promotes
bonding, improves circulation and digestion, reduces
muscular tension, promotes sleep, and can reduce
the symptoms of colic.  At EPU we know its also  a
great way for both parents to connect, interact and
spend quality time with their little one.  Sponsored by
First 5 Fresno County, Infant Massage classes are
now offered at EPU for pre-crawling babies.
For more information on Infant Massage classes
at EPU, call (559) 229-2000.

Mark Your Calendars for
EPU’s 14th annual

Saturday, July 17
Fiesta is our signature fundraising event with the
flavor of Mexico.  Fiesta is held by the cool waters
of the San Joaquin River at Coombs Riverbend
Ranch.  Mariachi music, a riverside Cantina, live
and silent auctions, a complete sit-down tri-tip
dinner, dancing entertainment, and homemade
tortillas, round out the tradition.

Tickets are just $45 and corporate table
sponsorships are also available.

Call EPU at (559) 229-2000 for more
information on Fiesta de los Niños

IFP Graduates Soar

The Infant Family Program (IFP)
at EPU provides individual early
intervention services for infants
from birth to age 3 with special
medical and developmental needs.
Since January of 2004, 25 children
have successfully graduated from the
IFP and are steadfastly moving
forward in their education to be ready
to take on the world.

Congratulations
  to our

 graduates!



 

 

Heart to Heart

Twenty-seven years ago when EPU was founded, we knew that early experiences
had a great impact on the way children develop, but only recently has it been
demonstrated that early experiences can have an actual impact on the structure
and function of the child’s brain.

The interaction between children and their environments, including their relationships
with parents and family members, allow the infant to learn what the world is like.
How a brain develops hinges on a complex interplay between the genes a child is
born with and the experiences of  the child.  Early experiences contribute to the
development of a sense of competence and of security and happiness in the world.

Some of the factors that promote healthy development include the presence of
caregivers who are available and sensitive to a baby’s needs, positive and responsive
interactions between infant and parent, living in a loving and nurturing family, having
opportunities for positive play experiences, and experiencing a well organized and
predictable home environment.

The impact of early experience is what EPU is built upon.  Watching our children
come and go each day and witnessing their development as they grow lets me
know that we are accomplishing our dreams for all children and families.

We gratefully acknowledge everyone who has contributed to supporting our mission
that helps children and families thrive.

Marion M. Karian
Executive Director

   
 

www.exceptionalparents.org



EPU And CSN Take The “Lead”
On Quality Child Care For All Children

The L.E.A.D.S. (Limitless Early Education And Delivery System) program
is up and running through Children’s Services Network (CSN).  Funded by
a grant from First 5 Fresno County, EPU is a partner with the LEADS team
and is working with family child care providers, child care centers, and
preschool programs to help make child care more accessible and available
for children with special needs and their families.  The LEADS team is
available to assist parents in their search for quality child care for their child
with special needs.  For more information on the LEADS project contact;

Mary Scaff at CSN, (559) 456-1100, ext. 123
   .

WANTED:  Volunteers for

The success of Fiesta de los Niños is due
largely to the volunteer support from the
community.  There are many ways you can
provide support for our annual Fiesta:

Proceeds from this event enable EPU to
continue to provide quality programs and
services to our families at no cost.  For more
information on how you can help make
this year ’s event a success, contact
Rhonda Jorn at (559) 229-2000.

For corporate sponsorship information, visit
www.exceptionalparents.org and click on
the Fiesta icon.

·  Volunteer for the day of the event,
   Saturday, July 17.

·  Help secure donations for the
   live and silent auctions.

·  Sell raffle tickets

Thank You

EPU is honored to receive support
from Ronald McDonald House
Charities of the Central Valley and
Ronald McDonald House
Charities Global Office.  Matching
grant awards totaling $3,750
were received to help purchase
instruments for the new “Music
and Movement for Tots”
enrichment program for children
with special needs.  These
activities are being incorporated
in many of EPU’s programs for
children and families.



 
EPU SOAR! Program

Bridging The Gap From

   High School                                            To Work

The EPU SOAR! Program works with high school students and young adults
who are leaving the special education system and their parents to ensure a
successful transition into adult life through the development of Individualized
Transition Plans.  For more information on the SOAR! Program at EPU,
contact Janet Carpenter at (559) 229-2000.

SOAR!  stands for:
Self-awareness, Overcoming obstacles, Achieving goals, and Reaching for the stars!

EPU
Family Resource Center
Educational Trainings

The Family Resource Center at EPU provides trainings to the community on the
following topics:

 ADD/ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder)  Internet Training
 IEP’s (Individual Education Plan)   IFSP’s (Individual Family Service Plan)
Transition to Work    Infant to Pre-school Transition

                             *Trainings are available in English, Spanish, and Hmong

Contact the EPU Family Resource Center at (559) 229-2000 for the latest
training schedule or visit our calendar of events at www.exceptionalparents.org.



 LAP Families Celebrate
                           New Beginnings

EPU is proud to announce the graduation of 15 families who successfully completed
one year of support services with the Learning About Parenting (LAP) program.  The
ceremony was held at Woodward Park where each family member was presented with
a certificate of completion.  Lunch was provided and gifts were given to parents to help
encourage them to keep hope, peace and love in their lives and the lives of their children
especially when times get tough.  Special thanks were given to the parents by the LAP
staff for opening their hearts and homes and for their commitment to providing a more
nurturing, loving family life for their children.

                         Congratulations to all!

HOORAY
FOR SARAH!

         Sarah Carona

On Monday evening, May 10th, at Fowler High School, Sarah Corona tried out  to be
a cheerleader.  Her  family and all of us at EPU were keeping our fingers crossed
for her.  She was excited—we were nervous.  Her mother left a joyous (and tearful)
message the next day letting us know that Sara made the Junior Varsity cheer and
dance teams.  Her coaches and teachers said that there is only one word to describe
Sarah and that is COURAGE.  Well, maybe we should add DETERMINATION to
that as well.  Sara is a graduate of EPU’s Infant Family Program and her mother
Mary Alvarez-French works as an Early Childhood Specialist at EPU.  We are so
proud of Sarah.  This is truly an inclusion success story.  Sarah has been fully
included throughout her education in Fowler schools.



PRESIDENTS CIRCLE $10,000 +

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE $5,000 +

CHILDREN’S CIRCLE $1,000 +

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE $500 +

Our heartfelt thanks to our Circle of Friends

ABC 30 Anonymous Donor Comcast Fansler Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bennett
Bobby Salazar’s Mexican Foods
Ralph Cross, Jr.

Dumont Printing
Harry & Barbara Huey,
  San Joaquin Children’s Health  Assoc.

Jeffrey/Scott Advertising
Rotary Club of North Fresno
Wal-Mart Foundation

FAMILY CIRCLE $2,500 +
Abbey Party Sales & Rentals
Aetna Foundation
Thomas Vidmar, Anlin Industries
Fresno Deputy’s Sheriff’s Assoc.

Michael & Abby Goldberg,
  Goldberg Law Firm
McCormick, Barstow, Sheppard,
  Wayte & Carruth, L.L.P.

Select Business Systems
Valley Wide Beverage
Woodward Park Rotary Club

Julie Brungess
Cervelli Distributing
Knights of Columbus, Council #840
Eddie Bauer
Fresno Oral Surgery Group, Inc.
Fresno Regional Foundation
Dolores Goffstein
Morton & Sandra Goffstein
Sig Goffstein

Michael & Nicki Gutierrez
J.D. & Coke Hallowell
Bill Hedrick,
  Hedrick’s Hallowell Chevrolet
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
Margaret Kirk
March of Dimes, Central Valley
Dr. & Mrs. J.D. Northway

James & Mary Ann Orloff,
  Orloff Jewelers
Richard & Patricia Porter
Nick & Julie Vlasis
James & Wendy Wagoner
Peter & Denise Zeitler
Levon V. Zekian, Z-Blinds Co.
Elinor Zorn, M.D.

Jason Alpin
AltaPacific Technology Group, Inc.
Bank of America
Gary & Joyce Bedrosian
Blue Cross of California
John Beyer
John & Jan Burnett
Children’s Hospital Central California
Civic Center Square
Colliers Tingey International
Barbara Devinney
DiBuduo & DeFendis
Dockstader Orthodontic Lab, Inc.
Financial Title Company
Fine Print/Tower Family Health Center
Fishman, Larsen & Goldring
Foods Co
FMC Food Technologies

Fresno Dental X-Ray, Inc
Fresno Oral Surgery Group
Genesis, Inc.
Phyllis  & Sanford  Goffstein
Golden State Vintners
Goldring Western Foundation
Granville Homes
David & Jamy Hathcoat
George & Elizabeth Knapp
Lang, Richert & Patch
Amy Lopez & Associates
Mastro & Associates
David & Paula McGlasson
Me-N-Ed’s Pizzerias
Joe & Pam Mighaccio
Harold & Judy Mitchell
Mrs. W. B. Moranda
Renee Munguia

Payroll People, Inc.
Pediatric Cardiology Medical Assoc.
Honorable & Mrs. James M. Petrucelli
Jason Reese
Regency Investment Advisors
Ross Construction
Saint Agnes Medical Center
Dale & Charlene Samuelian
Dr. and Mrs. Newton Seiden
Jonathan Short
Dr. & Mrs. David Snyder
The Mentor Network
Douglas & Tamara Treisman
Jon Thomason Development Co.
Kathryn Wage, Center for
  Communication Skills
WestAmerica Bank

100 FRIENDS OF EPU $250
Anonymous Donor
Steve & Lori Antonino
Garrett Antonino
Jack & Nancy Baker
Mike & Kim Ball & Family
Baradat & Edwards
Johnny & Susan Cardoza,
  Cardoza Construction
Lowell T. Carruth
Jane Cleave
Dan & Paula Conner, London Properties
Charles & Hazel Creighton
Gerald & Lisa Cross
George Daoudian,
  Standard Truck & Trailer Sales
Matthew DeFendis, DiBudio & DeFendis
Nancy Driggs Hart
Robert & Teresa Duran
D. Greg Durbin & Jeanne Winslow
Willard & Bettye Eisner
Kelly & Patrick Fourchy

Gottschalk’s
Kevin Gunner, Esq.
David & Jamy Hathcoat
Gary & Peggy Honn, Honn’s Trenching
Thomas E. Jones & Pauline W. Jones
George & Elizabeth Knapp
Dr. Steven & Mrs. Karin Koobatian
Robert & Lisa Landen
Robert Lawson
William & Kim Lee
Law offices of Charles F. Magill &
  Laura Guzman Magill
Dr. & Mrs. Marty Martin
Gregory Mason
Peggy McCarthey
Mark & Mary Beth Miller
Rubio’s Baja Grill
Roxie Moradian
Robert & Verna Faye Moranda
North Fresno Lions
Mart & Dianne Oller

George Pappas, Pappas & Co.
Gordon M. Park & Susan L. Park
Jerry & Luann Rita
Dale & Charlene Samuelian
Michael & Kathy Schilling
Dr. & Mrs. Newton Seiden
Anita Shanahan
Abel & Meg Shapiro
Stamoules Produce Co.
Dr. & Mrs. David Snyder
Lee Snyder, M.D.
Steve & Beth Stambach
Lou & Barbara Steck
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Suchy
Kurt F. Vote
James & Wendy Wagoner
Richard & Diane Watters
Mike Wilhelm
Wilkins, Drolshagen & Czeshinski
Law Office of Jane Woodcock
John & Mary Pat Woolf



SUNSHINE CIRCLE $100 +

In memory of Mary Kifle
Kifle Abishu

In memory of Wyatt Dean Honn
Zonarose Flint
Donald & Geri Foulger
Gary & Peggy Honn,
Honn’s Trenching

In memory of Seybron Jett, Jr.
Ann Marie Dutcher

In memory of Walter “Bill” Moranda
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Alexander
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Karian
Robert & Verna Faye Moranda
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Moranda
Mrs. W. B. Moranda
Terry & Tony Mastro
James & Mary Ann Orloff
Anita Reiner

In Memory of John E. Huddleston
Selma Post 12 American Legion
Calvin D. Paul
Donald & Mary Paul

In memory of Aaron Patrick McKinley
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Stone

In memory of Lew Litzie
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Wells

In memory of David Linkowski
Kaiser Permanente, Pharmacy C

In Memory of Leo Chooljian
Dale & Charlene Samuelian

In memory of Virginia Gavello
Donna Gavello

In memory of Wayne Ashby
Marian D. Ashby

In memory of Willodyne and Craig Gaston
Mr. Rutherford Gaston, Sr.

Virgil M. Airola & Mary G. Airola
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Alexander
Richard & Tanya Antenucci
Narinder S. Bala, M.D.
John A. Barker & Associates
Bob & Vicki Benson
Dana Benson
Val & Inger Benson
Richard Berman, Esq.
Nicole Carmichael
Janet Carpenter
Hector Cavazos
Dan & Paula Conner
Gerald & Lisa Cross
Mrs. Sharon Davis-Sawtelle
Matthew DeFendis
Michael DeFendis
Doug-Out Cookies
M. Fagundes
Fazio Marketing
FoodMaxx/Savemart
Fortune-Ratliff  General Contractors
Alyce Fourchy
Diane M. Fourchy
La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries

FreshKo Produce Services
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Gamboni
Joseph & Lisa Gechtman
Maurice Gillespie, M.D.
Michael & Josephine Gillette
Michael & Kimberly Goldring
Wanda Grayson
Kevin Gunner, Esq.
Richard V. Gunner
Chris Guitilla
Marianne Hackney
Nancy Driggs Hart
Lora Haws
Home Town Buffets
Jack Frost Ice
Lawrence & Eunice Jadlocki
Jeffrey & Joanna Jones
Mark & Rhonda Jorn
Kenneth L. Jue, M.D.
Tim Keough
Geraldine T. Lambert
Brian & Nancy Larson
La Tapatia Tortilleria
Robert Lawson
Kimberly Loosigian

August Madrigal
Manco Abbott, Inc.
Tony & Terry Mastro
William & Faith McGlasson
Toni Memory
C. Mendes & Associates
Mini Mops
Mission Guerrero Foods
Roxie Moradian
Theodore & Dorothy Moranda
Tim Ellis, Mountain View Nursery
Rudy & Leticia Murrietta
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Nalchajian
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Nalchajian
Conrad Nelmeier
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Nguyen
Orange Cove-Sanger Citrus Assoc.
Otis Spunkmeyer
Donald Plumb
Mrs. Parker M. Powell
Dan & Karen Ray
Kimi Raymer
Patrick & Laura Roberts
Dr. Stephen & Lindsay Roberts
Merle & Marylou Robinson

Fern Russak, M.D.
Dr. Jill Russom
Robert & Wanda Rouch
Anita Shanahan
Christopher P. Shepard
Ajit Singh, M.D.
Steven D. Smith, Esq.
Dr. & Mrs. David Snyder
Lee Snyder, M.D.
Monica Spurrier
Evan & Jill Stone
JoAnn Sutherland
Monty & Nancy Tackett
Target
Leon & Barbara Tirapelle
Total Life Center, Saint Agnes
Trader Joe’s
Vera Trujillo
Uncle Harry’s Bagels
Ralph & Polly Victor
Karen vonFelten
Vons
Joan Voris, M.D.
Richard Waks

Enclosed is my check, or please charge my credit card:  MasterCard        Visa        expiration date___-___-___

Card #

Please mail tax-deductible contributions to:

  Exceptional Parents Unlimited
  4440 N. First Street
  Fresno, CA  93726

____________________________________________________
Name / Organization (as you wish to appear  in donor listing)

____________________________________________________
Address                     City                              State            Zip
____________________________________________________
Phone                        Signature

Yes!  I am pleased to support EPU ‘s mission with a gift of: $______________________

Dolores Goffstein
Michael & Abby Goldberg, Goldberg Law Firm
Dolores Goffstein
Morton & Sandra Goffstein
Phyllis & Sanford Goffstein
Sig Goffstein
James & Mary Ann Orloff , Orloff Jewelers
Abel & Meg Shapiro
Evan & Jill Stone
Kathryn Wage, Center for Communication Skills

In Memory of Herb Goffstein

In memory of Paul Morrow
Michelle & Robert Jackson
Lawrence & Eunice Jadlocki
William & Faith McGlasson
Larry McHugh
JoAnn Sutherland

In memory of wife, Phyllis Snyder
Lee Snyder, M.D.

In memory of John Tutelian
James & Mary Ann Orloff

In Memory of Nicole Wage
Kathryn Wage

In Memory of Claude Stubblefield
Dale & Charlene Samuelian

In memory of Antonia Velazquez
James & Mary Ann Orloff

In memory of Anna “Grandma Rita”
Pasqual (Pat) Arabia
David D’Alessandro
Anna DiCicco
Adeline Fornaro
Michael and Josephine Gillette
Ronald & Yvonne Gross
Richard & Rose Hachigian
Paul or Mary Keller
Jack & Sundyl Mullen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Parks, II
Victor or Nadyne Pellegrino
Mr. and Mrs. Courtney Ricketts
Jerry & Luann Rita

In memory of Richard Shemano
Ralph Cross, Jr.

In memory of Suzie Torrigian
James & Mary Ann Orloff

In memory of Maye Moranda White
Robert & Verna Faye Moranda

In Memory of Debbie Williams
Alvora Trujillo & Todd Babarovich

In Memory of Adeline “NeNe” Fornaro
Pasqual (Pat) Arabia Family
Thomas and Monica Balch
Tony & Mary Ann Bairos
Priscilla Craft
Roxy Dimijian
Alberta Ann Ferrer
Lillian Fornaro
Michael & Bridget Fornaro
Disability and Adult Program, Team 16
Michael and Josephine Gillette
Richard & Rose Hachigian
Catherine Hall
David and Jennifer Keran
Richard & Judy Mechikoff
Jack & Sundyl Mullen
Victor & Nadyne Pellegrino
Carl & Gerrie Reinhardt
Richard & Rosanna F. Rojas

Gifts offered in memory or
in honor of someone have
special meaning for EPU
and the families we serve.
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